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As a prospect to retort to various design questions of public space, this paper attempts to interpret interiority 

where it is formed by many conditions such as psychological, environmental, spatial, formal, programmatic, or 

a combination of all. With an assumption that interiority is a shared underlying aspect contributing towards the 

effective public qualities, some key instances of urban public space are discussed and synthesized .



Interiority Public Space Continuity Urban Interior Research in 
design context



INTERIORITY

notion of truth,
inner character or subjectivity 

Lexicon

confinement, enclosure, privacy, 
shelter

Notion

conscious awareness, 
individuality, subjectivity

INTERIOR

inherent characteristic of the 
interior

EXTERIOR

nature of certain urban or exterior 
spaces

Interpretation

a prospect to retort to various 
design questions 



INTERIORITY
in 

Exterior (or Urban) Public Space

EXTERIORITY
in

Interior Public Space
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o interpretation in terms of inhabitation in space

• explicit spatial meaning

• ecological and complex approach

• historical and spatial contextualization of human beings

Spatial Interiority



o not limited to the physical enclosure of the environment

• beyond the fixed boundaries of interior or urban
• porosity of the boundaries 
• negotiating boundaries 
• it can be explained and experienced through:

• sensorial encounter,
• personal engagement, 
• social interaction 

Urban Interiority



Design Context of Public Space



Formation of Interiority in Exteriority, Stadhsal (market hall), Ghent (2012)

“… this feeling of being immersed, surrounded, and 
enclosed – transcends the experience of indoor 

enclosures and extends to the out-of-doors in gardens, 
squares and parks bounded by trees or low walls” . 

Michael Benedict 



Questioning the Duality of Inside and Outside, Stadhsal (market hall), Ghent (2012)



“Interiority is not detachment from the world, it is a particular 
kind of relationship with the world, which is reflexive, 
observational and most importantly, “work of memory”. 

Richard Sennett

“… the body as the primary site of knowing the world”, and the 
continuity of inner and psychological life, … called interiority, 
and the material world, exteriority. 

Maurice Merleau-Ponty 

Interiority as Psychological Reflection



Individual and Collective “work of memory”,  Memorial to Murdered Jews of Europe (2005)

“.. the affective potential of the space focusing on 
memory-making”

Russell Rodrigo 

“.. a work of memory… as an embodied expression of 
interiority through physical and emotional engagement”

Richard Sennett



Imagined and Inhabited Interiority, Memorial to 
Murdered Jews of Europe (2005)



“…“public interiority” - is a perceived condition … While we 
frequently experience interiority inside structures, public 
interiority is also a perceived condition found in the public sphere, 
without structure”.

Liz Teston

Public Interiority



Interiority as an Expression of Qualities of Urban Space, Superkilen Park (2012)

“.. interiority as an expression of the qualities of urban space, freed from the constraints of architectural forms”.

Jacqueline Power 



Interiority as an Expression of Qualities of 
Urban Space, Superkilen Park (2012)

“… the interaction between a person and the built 
environment shapes the perception of inside-feeling 

places”

Liz Teston

“.. the opportunity of observational cruising, as it is 
not about engaging the outside but observing it”

Richard Sennett



Interiority in Environmental / Ecological Realm

Interiority can also be explored and conceptualized in the 
environmental or ecological realm, such as the natural 
flow of light and air within a space. 



Interiority in the Ecological Realm, Paley Park, NYC (1967)

the landscape interiority, formed by the 
alignment and juxtaposition of natural elements, 

or the sensory interiority within the natural 
environments. 



Interiority in the Ecological Realm, Paley Park, NYC (1967)



Interiority in the Ecological Realm, Paley Park, NYC (1967)



Programmatic Interiority

“The primary idea of urban interiority emerged through the belief 
that urban space was not only enclosed but also defined by the 
difference of its actual use, emerging from the practice of open-air 
rooms to the effort of placemaking for the community.”

Jacopo Leveratto





Surrealism of Le Corbusier’s Beistegui apartment Roof Garden, 1929 -33

“… a plan proceeds from within to without,.. ”

Le Corbusier 



The comprehension of interiority is regarded as a prospect to retort to various design questions of public space 

intended for an improved individual and collective experience. Through multiple interpretations of interiority, 

this paper discussed and synthesized some iconic cases and illustrated the potential paradigm of the design 

practice of urban (or exterior) public space. In the broader context of my PhD research, I will analyze whether 

this paradigm of interiorized public spaces can be reversed through research in design context and explore how 

these interpretations of interiority can be “exteriorised” for the interior public spaces. 



• complex settings with a continuous flow of space
• places for gathering and interaction 
• promoting freedoms of movement, association and action
• advocating consciousness of the self and others

Paradigm of Interior Public Space

• beyond the traditional understanding 
• transition, movement, and ephemerality
• an engagement and not a spatial condition

Experience of Interiority

• beyond the architectural façade
• permeability of boundaries; 
• a blurred threshold between interiority and exteriority

Continuity of the Public Realm



1. McCarthy, Christine (2005): 
“Toward a definition of interiority”, 
in: Space and Culture 8, n.2, pp. 112-

125.

2. Bachelard, Gaston (1964): The 
poetics of space. (M. Jolas, Trans). New 

York: The Orion Press.

3. Merleau-Ponty, Maurice (1962): 
The phenomenology of perception (C. 

Smith, Trans.). London and New 
York: Routledge.

4. Atmodiwirjo, Paramita, Yandi 
AndriYatmo, and Verarisa Anastasia 

Ujung (2015): “Outside interior: 
Traversed boundaries in a Jakarta 

urban neighbourhood”, in Idea 
Journal 15, n.1, pp. 78-101.

5. Atmodiwirjo, Paramita (2018): 
“Multiple perspectives on 

Interiority”, in: Interiority 1, n.1, 
pp.1-3.

6. Teston, Liz (2018): “Public 
interiority: An urban experience, 
independent from architectural 

interiors”, in:  Interior-Inferior-In 
Theory? Contemporary Positions in 
Interior Design Theory Conference, 

BAU International, Berlin, 
Germany.

7. Benedikt, Michael (2002): 
“Environmental Stoicism and Place 

Machismo”, in: Harvard Design 
Magazine, 16, pp. 1-8.

8. Bravo, David (2018): “Stadshal”: 
Market Hall and Central Squares. 

Public Space, 
https://www.publicspace.org/work
s/-/project/h031-stadshal-market-
hall-and-central-squares from April 

20, 2021.

9. Attiwill, Suzie (2011): “Urban 
Interior: interior-making in the 

urban environment”, in: 
Proceedings of the 2011 IDA 
Congress Taipei Education 
Conference, pp. 217-224.

10. Sennett, Richard (2016): 
Interiors and Interiority.

Symposium on Architecture: 
Interior Matters. Harvard Graduate 

School of Design, 
www.youtube.com/watch?v=hVPj

QhfJfKo from April 23, 2021.

11. Olkowski, Dorothea, and James 
Morley, (eds) (1999): Merleau-Ponty: 
Interiority and Exteriority, Psychic Life, 
and the World. New York, NY: Suny

Press.

12. Ochsner, Jeffrey Karl (1997): “A 
space of loss: the Vietnam Veterans 
Memorial”, in: Journal of Architectural 

Education 50, n.3, pp. 156-171.

13. Rodrigo, Russell (2012): 
“Minimalist Aesthetics and the 

Imagined and Inhabited Interiority 
of Peter Eisenman’s Memorial to 
the Murdered Jews of Europe”, 
in: Idea Journal 12, n.1, pp. 46-59. 

14. Kassem, Ayman (2019): 
“Performative Interiors: 

Terminological and Theoretical 
Reflections on the Term 

‘Performative’”, Interiority 2, n.1, pp. 
95-106.

15. Teston, Liz (2020): “On the 
nature of Public Interiority”, in:

Interiority 3, n.1, pp.61-82.

16. Power, Jacqueline (2014): “The 
liminality of interiority: Australian 

indigenous cosmological 
space”, SITUATION Symposium 

and Exhibition, pp.88-90.

17. Frearson, Amy (2012): 
Superkilen by BIG, Topotek1 and 

Superflex. Dezeen Magazine,  
https://www.dezeen.com/2012/10

/24/superkilen-park-by-big-
topotek1-and-superflex/ from June 

13, 2021.

18. Leveratto, Jacopo (2019): 
“Urban interiors: a retroactive 

investigation”, in: Journal of Interior 
Design, 44, n.3, pp. 161-171.

19. Le Corbusier (1923): Towards a 
New Architecture. Oxford: 

Architectural Press.

20. Project for Public Spaces (2015): 
Great Public Spaces: Paley Park, 

New York City, NY, USA, 
https://www.pps.org/places/paley-

park from April 28, 2021.

21. Pimlott, Mark (2010): “Notes on 
the very extensive or continuous 

interior”, in: Peressut, Luca Basso, 
Imma Forino, Gennaro Postiglione
& Roberto Rizzi (eds.), Interior Wor

(l) ds, Umberto Allemandi & C: 
Torino, Italy, pp: 45-55.

22. Koolhaas, Rem (2002): 
“Junkspace”, in: October, 100 (Spring 

2002), pp. 175-190.

23. Pimlott, Mark (2018): 
“Interiority and the conditions of 

interior”. Interiority 1, no.1, pp. 5-20. 
Peressut, Luca Basso, Imma Forino, 
Gennaro Postiglione, and Roberto 
Rizzi. "Interior Wor (l) ds." (2010).

24. Poot, Tine., De Vos, Els and 
Marten Van Acker (2018): 

“Thinking beyond dualities in public 
space: The unfolding of urban 

interiority as a set of 
interdisciplinary lenses”, in: Interiors,

9, no.3, pp. 324–345.

https://www.publicspace.org/works/-/project/h031-stadshal-market-hall-and-central-squares
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hVPjQhfJfKo
https://www.dezeen.com/2012/10/24/superkilen-park-by-big-topotek1-and-superflex/
https://www.pps.org/places/paley-park


“… outside and inside are both intimate – they are always ready to be reversed.” 

Bachelard, Gaston 
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